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SUBJECT: KAGNEW 4: EPMG REVERSES ITSELF ON FAMILY APPEALS 

REF: A) ADDIS ABABA 11835; B) ADDIS ABABA 11857; 

C) ADDIS ABABA 11744 

1. MOFA'S ACTING AMERICAN AFFAIRS DIRECTOR CALLED US 
NOON OCT. 8 TO INFORM US UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM ACTING 
FONMIN GETACHEW KIBRET THAT THE USG'S REQUEST FOR THE 
BROADCASTING OF KAGNEW-FOUR FAMILY APPEALS OVER EPMG 
FACILITIES HAS BEEN RECONSIDERED BY HIGHER AUTHORITY. 
HIGHER AUTHORITY HAS NOW FOUND THE REQUESTED BROADCASTS 
TO BE INOPPORTUNE. ACTING DIRECTOR ADDED MOFA'S REGRETS 
AT EPMG'S INABILITY TO COOPERATE WITH US IN THIS MATTER AT 
THIS TIME. ASKED TO DESCRIBE REASONS FOR REVERSAL OF 
EPMG'S POSITION (OF REF. C) ACTING DIRECTOR CITED 
"INTERVENING CIRCUMSTANCES.” 

2. IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION CHAIRMAN OF THE DIRG'S 
SUB-COMMITTEE FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS AND INFORMATION, 
COLONEL ASRAT DESTA. TOLD CPAO TODAY THAT DIRG HAD 
HAD "A PROCEDURAL PROBLEM” WITH OUR REQUEST. HE 
LEFT CPAO WITH CLEAR IMPRESSION THAT DIRG'S PROBLEM 
RELATED TO "RECOGNITION" OF INSURGENTS WHICH, IN ITS 
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SUCH. COL. ASRAT AT END OF HIS CONVERSATION WONDERED 
OUT LOUD WHY US PROPOSAL HAD BEEN ACCEPTED IN THE FIRST 
PLACE, LEAVING FLAVOR OF CONSTANT DIRG OPPOSITION THERE- 
TO. 

3. RECOMMENDATIONS AND COMMENT: 

EMBASSY CONSIDERS EPMG'S REVERSAL ON ISSUE WHICH 
IT KNOWS TO BE IMPORTANT TO USG TO BE A SERIOUS MATTER. 
WHILE EMBASSY IS NOT DISPOSED SIMPLY TO SWEEP ASIDE 
MOFA'S CONTENTION THAT INTERVENING CIRCUMSTANCES (E.G. 
BOMBING OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUILDING; CELU WORK STOP- 
PAGES, ETC.) HAVE ALTERED EPMG’S CALCULUS (NOTABLY WITH 
REGARD TO ERITREAN COMPONENT OF THE SITUATION) IT IS NEVER- 
THELESS UNSATISFACTORY TO BE PUT OFF WITH VAGUE REFERENCE 
TO "INOPPORTUNE TIME" AND "INTERVENING CIRCUMSTANCES." 
ACCORDINGLY. EMBASSY REQUESTS INSTRUCTIONS TO KEEP 
PRESSURE ON EPMG TO PERMIT BROADCASTS. AT VERY LEAST, 
INSTRUCTIONS SHOULD DIRECT US TO PROBE FOR A MORE DETAILED 
EXPLANATION OF EPMG'S SHIFT. EMBASSY ALSO SUGGESTS THAT 
MATTER BE TAKEN UP IN FORTHCOMING BILATERAL WITH 
ETHIOPIAN FONMIN KIFLE WODAJO. 

HUMMEL 
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